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Analogy: Classical Architecture

Bubble charts: conceptual representation delivered by the architect

Architect's drawing: transcription of the owner's perceptual requirements –
owner's perspective

Architect's plans: translation of the owner's requirements into a product –
designer's perspective

Contractor's plans: phases of operation, architect's plans contrained by
nature and technology – builder's perspective

Shop plans: parts/sections/components of building details (out-of-context
specification) – subcontractor's perspective

The building: physical building itself
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Dimension 1: Architectural Representations with
analogs in Building and Information Systems
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Dimension 1: Architectural Representations

Each representation is different nature, in content, in 
semantics from the others – representing different 
perspectives

Representations do not correspond to different levels of 
details – level of detail is an independent variable, varying
within one representation
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Dimension 2: Types of Descriptions

There exist different types of descriptions oriented to different 
aspects

Each aspect can be associated by question word
WHAT material description
HOW functional description
WHERE location description
WHO organisational description
WHEN temporal description
WHY motivational description
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Three different types of descriptions

Information systems analogs:
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Combination of the two ideas
For each different type of description there are different perspectives:
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Zachman Framework

© John A. Zachman
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Model Types of the Zachman Framework
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Task

Consider the data aspect of the Zachman Framework

For an enterprise a customer is an important entity. What
could be a description of the data aspects from the

Planner's perspective – Scope
Owner's perspective – Business Model
Designer's perspective – System Model

(you do not need to care for the representation language, you
can be geared to the representation in the Zachman article)


