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Clause 11: Business Vocabulary

Clause 11 specifies a vocabulary providing words for
describing business vocabularies along with the designations
and fact type forms they contain. 

A full description of a business vocabulary involves
its relationship to semantic communities and speech
communities, 
its relationship to other vocabularies, 
the concepts represented, their definitions and other
information about them. 
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Communities, Meaning and Vocabularies
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Community

NODE = The New Oxford Dictionary of English.
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Semantic Community

A semantic community defines the scope of an SBVR Body of Shared Meanings:
what concepts (both noun concepts and verb concepts) are to be included 
what business rules it needs to build on them

Usually, the most important semantic community is the organization for which you are 
building the SBVR Body of Shared Meanings, e.g. EU-Fly.

You will often have to consider other semantic communities that do or could share some of 
the vocabulary, e.g. the airline industry, national trade associations, EU-Fly customers

When you define rules, you do it from the perspective of the owning semantic community

Two kinds of Semantic Communities in business:
Collaborative Community, e.g.  a department, cross-function programme team
Community  of Practice, e.g. project managers, operational excellence champions, 
departmental budget managers

(Chapin et al 2008)
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Body of Shared Meanings
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Speech Community
A speech community is a subcommunity of a semantic community. It has 
the same “body of shared meanings”, but expresses them in a particular, 
shared vocabulary
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Vocabulary

(Chapin & Hall 2006)
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Vocabulary
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Kinds of Definition
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Definition
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Epressing Definitions

… (Chapin & Hall 2006)
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Exercise: Definition

Give definitions for the following concepts:
weekday
working day
weekend

Are the definitions intensional or extensional?




